Department of Transport and Main Roads

A—
Vehicle Standards Instruction (Light Vehicle 20.3)

Engine modifications under National Code of Practice for Light Vehicle Construction and

Modification
Released October 2012
Updated December 2012
Updated April 2013

From 1 November 2012, the National Code of Practice for Light Vehicle Construction and Modification (the
NCOP) was adopted for use in Queensland. While most of modifications permitted under the NCOP are
permitted in Queensland, a small number of variations have been included.

Under the LA section of the NCOP, a large number of engine modifications require that the vehicle undergoes
an IM240 Gaseous emission test, in accordance with the LT3 section. Given that there are currently no
facilities in Queensland approved to perform this testing, any requirement under the NCOP for an IM240 test
will be waived.

While an exclusion from providing an IM240 test has been given for the certification of a modification under the
NCOP, the owner of a modified vehicle or any person modifying the engine, is required to ensure that the
vehicle complies with any ADR requirement applying to the vehicle.

As outlined in part 2.7 of the LA section of the NCOP, where possible, the muffler(s) and catalytic converter
and/or particle trap from the exhaust system of the donor vehicle should be used. Where alternative exhaust
systems are fitted, the system must incorporate any engine emission control equipment, meeting the same
standard, as that originally fitted in the exhaust system of the vehicle.

Please Note

This exemption from the requirement to conduct an IM240 test has been issued considering the present
absence of suitable test facilities across Queensland. TMR intends to review this exemption and consider
mandating the IM240 test once suitable test facilities are established in Queensland to provide access and
choice to consumers across the whole state. No date has been set for this review, however TMR will continue
to monitor the situation.

Under the Transport Operations (Road Use Management - Vehicle Standards and Safety) Regulation 2010,
the owner of a modified vehicle must ensure that a modification that requires approval, has been approved,
before the vehicle is used on a road.

Modifying a vehicle that adversely affects its safety, or driving or parking an unsafe vehicle on a road, are
breaches of the Transport Operations (Road Use Management - Vehicle Standards and Safety) Regulation
2010.

Further Information
For further information, please contact TMR Call Centre 132380.

Additional Information

National Code of Practice for Light Vehicle Construction and Modification
(Vehicle Standards Bulletin 14)
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/roads/vehicle regulation/bulletin/index.aspx

Transport Operations (Road Use Management—Vehicle Standards and Safety) Regulation 2010
http://www.legislation.gld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/T/TrantOpRUVSSR10.pdf
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